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April Is Child Abuse Prevention Month

Every seven minutes a child in Texas becomes a confirmed victim of child abuse, according to Texas Department of Family and Protective Services 2008 data. April is National Child Abuse Prevention month and [YOUR ORGANIZATION’S NAME], a proud member the Texas Network of Youth Services, salutes all those who are involved in child abuse prevention!  “April is an opportunity to celebrate the important role that we and our communities play in protecting children,” stated [NAME INDIVIDUAL AND POSITION]. “Prevention is the key and each of us has a role and responsibility – advocates, educators, service providers, parents, concerned communities – all of us can do something to help.” 

[IF YOUR ORGANIZATION IS CONDUCTING A SPECIAL ACTIVITY ACKNOWLEDGING CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH, LIST DETAILS HERE; WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, ETC.  The press release is also an opportunity to highlight your organization’s services related to child abuse prevention.  If you have a STAR contract, we encourage you to describe the role played by the STAR program, a “program which provides services to youth in at-risk situations and their families in an effort to lessen family conflict, prevent child abuse, and reduce runaway, truancy and delinquent behaviors.” Be sure to include its statewide name - the “Services to At Risk Youth (STAR) Program, funded by the Department of Protective and Regulatory Services.” Branding the program using its statewide name is important to promote legislative support for this program.] 

Research shows that five important factors are present in healthy families. They are: 1) Nurturing and attachment 2) Knowledge of parenting and of child and youth development, 3) Parental resilience, 4) Social connections, and 5) Concrete supports for parents. Strengthening families by ensuring that parents have the knowledge, skills, and resources they need to care for their children is one of the most effective ways to help prevent child abuse and neglect. 

“This month and throughout the year, we encourage all individuals and organizations to work towards making Texas a better place for children and families,” says [NAME INDIVIDUAL AND POSITION]. For more information, please visit our websites at [insert your web address] and the Texas Network of Youth Services at www.tnoys.org.
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